Itʼs Called Dyslexia
Forward by Kim Lorey, Head of Decoding Dyslexia - Arkansas
By Leann Hammett, Barton Interventionist
Get ready because I'm about to admit something I never have in public. I
live in constant fear that my intelligence will be judged because of writing
mistakes. I have my doctorate degree, yet second guess what I just wrote
over and over.....and my struggles are MILD. When Leann Hammett, a
Barton Interventionist, sent me this, I decided to post. I hope someone
might hold their head a little higher today, and that someone else might
learn to look at the world in a different way.
"From time to time I see people post ramblings saying things like, “Why
canʼt people spell?” “Learn the difference between your and youʼre, to, too
and two.” These ramblings initially made me angry, but not anymore. I am
here to educate you. Have you stopped to think that if someone could spell
correctly, that they would? Use spell check you say. That is easy for you,
isnʼt it? You see, there is a reason people donʼt “just get it”, spell poorly, and
donʼt use correct grammar. Itʼs called dyslexia. For someone with dyslexia it
isnʼt easy at all. Their brains are wired differently than yours.
If you read something that someone wrote with poor spelling, let it go. This
person has communicated their thoughts in writing. You got the meaning.
Love them for that. Accept them for that. How brave of them to put
themselves out there knowing it probably isnʼt spelled correctly. If you are in
a professional environment, offer to proofread and help out. Build them up.
Give them confidence. And donʼt complain about it. They can read what
you say when you post your ramblings. Your words are hurtful. And quite
frankly, make you look bad.
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These people are the greatest inventors, actors, musicians, authors.
(Google famous dyslexics. I dare you.) Like you, (You know, the ones who
are complaining) I am left-brained. What do I have to offer? I can proofread
your work and spell. Oh Man, Can I spell! And I LOVE grammar! It excites
me! What do they have to offer? They make the world go around. They
think outside of the box. They invent, create, entertain, and run businesses.
What a boring world it would be if were all left-brained. We could sit around
and proofread each otherʼs writing. But instead we have brilliant people
who use their magnificent brains for things that we couldnʼt possibly come
up with.
Instead of criticizing them, you should be thankful for them. I am thankful
for a father-in-law who is a poor speller because he can fix anything. I am
thankful for a husband who is a poor speller because he can imagine a
project in the beginning phase as it will look completely finished. I am
thankful for a son who is a poor speller because he can help me hear a
song made by the rain drops and who can write poetry in a snap. I am
thankful for them because they have erased my ignorance. I know how
brilliant they are and that it does not matter how they spell or how slowly
they read.
Spelling and grammar is not a sign of intelligence, but your judgment of
their spelling and grammar is a sign of your ignorance."
Leann Hammett
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